Herpes viruses.
HSV-1 DNA displays the well-known compact toroid structure (Heine, 1974; Nazerian, 1974; Furlong et al., 1972; Chai, 1971 ). In a preliminary brief note, we described the more complex structure and suggested that it might be the Lowicryl embedding resin which was responsible for its detection (Puvion-Dutilleul et al., 1985b To determine the factor(s) responsible for the morphological alterations in HSV-1 encapsidated DNA, we systematically varied preparative procedures as follows. Original magnification x 60,000 (a, b), x 120,000 (C, d). Bars = 0.2 sm (a, b), 0.1 un (C, d). . , .
-., Lowicryl medium allows enzymatic extractions in thin sections.
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We verified that control treatment, i.e. , incubation in the buffers alone or with inactivated enzymes or RNAse digestion ( Figure  4a ), did not modify the structure of the virions, whatever the stain used.
Protease treatment retained in uranyl-stained material (Figure 4b ),
as well as in material stained specifically for DNA ( Figure  4c) osmium; methanol; Epon; uranium-lead. . '5.
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.. et al., 1980) , and, in addition, dirnethylformamide (Roth et al., 1981) and acetone (Carlemalm et al., 1982) . In a corn- : .
'
.; -____ nucleoid displaying a toroid structure (Heine, 1974; Nazerian, 1974; Furlong et al., 1972; Chai, 1971 
